Illegal Rent Increase Notice

Date: Insert Date

[bookmark: Text11][bookmark: Text6]Tenant's Name: Insert Your Name

Tenant’s Address: 
Insert Street Address
Insert City, BC
Insert Postal Code

Landlord’s Name: Insert Your Landlord's Name

Landlord’s Address: 
Insert Street Address
Insert City, BC
Insert Postal Code

Dear Insert Your Landlord's Name, 

On Insert date you received your rent increase notice, you provided me with an illegal rent increase notice. You have not complied with the Residential Tenancy Act (RTA) and I do not consent to this rent increase. I will continue to pay my current monthly rent of Insert rent amount until my rent is legally raised in accordance with the RTA.

Section 42 of the RTA states:
(1) [bookmark: section42]A landlord must not impose a rent increase for at least 12 months after whichever of the following applies:
(a) if the tenant's rent has not previously been increased, the date on which the tenant's rent was first established under the tenancy agreement;
(b) if the tenant's rent has previously been increased, the effective date of the last rent increase made in accordance with this Act.
(2) A landlord must give a tenant notice of a rent increase at least 3 months before the effective date of the increase.
(3) A notice of a rent increase must be in the approved form.
(4) If a landlord's notice of a rent increase does not comply with subsections (1) and (2), the notice takes effect on the earliest date that does comply.

Section 43 of the RTA states:
(1) A landlord may impose a rent increase only up to the amount
(a) calculated in accordance with the regulations,
(b) ordered by the director on an application under subsection (3), or
(c) agreed to by the tenant in writing.
(5) If a landlord collects a rent increase that does not comply with this Part, the tenant may deduct the increase from rent or otherwise recover the increase.

[bookmark: Text1]The rent increase notice you have given me violates the above sections of the RTA because Insert reason(s) here. 

To find this year’s allowable rent increase percentage, please see the Residential Tenancy Branch (RTB) website (gov.bc.ca/landlordtenant). For additional information, contact the RTB at 604-660-1020 or 1-800-665-8779.
 	
Thank you,

                                [Signature]

Tenant's Name: Insert Your Name





NOTE: Customize this template to fit your needs before signing and sending it to your landlord. If you are not using registered mail, try to bring someone – ideally, not a roommate or family member – to witness the delivery of the letter and sign the copy you keep, indicating the date and method of service. If no one is available to join you, consider taking a photo or video of yourself delivering the letter. Signed letters to your landlord, along with proof that they were served properly, can be valuable evidence at Residential Tenancy Branch dispute resolution hearings.
